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COMMUNICATION - COMMENTS ON 
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ALLOWANCE 



Mail Stop Issue Fee 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Applicants note that claim 1 recites: 



1 . A micro mirror comprising: 

a mirror plate; 

a spacer support frame; 

a hinge connected to the spacer support frame and the mirror plate for allowing 
the mirror plate to rotate relative to the spacer support frame about an axis defined by the hinge; 
and 

wherein each of the mirror plate, the spacer support fi*ame, and the hinge are 
fabricated from a single continuous piece of material. 

Applicants also note that claim 8 recites: 

8. An array of a plurality of micro mirrors, comprising: 
a spacer support fi-ame with walls defining a plurality of cavities, each cavity 
corresponding to a micro mirror; 

a plurality of mirror plates; 

a plurality of hinges, each hinge connected to at least one wall of the spacer 
support fi-ame and connected to a mirror plate of the plurality of mirror plates for allowing that 
mirror plate to rotate relative to the spacer support frame about an axis defined by the hinge; and 
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wherein the spacer support frame, the plurality of mirror plates, and the plurality 
of hinges are fabricated from a single continuous piece of material. 



Applicants also note that claim 17 recites: 
17. A spatial light modulator, comprising: 

a plurality of micro-mirrors in an array, each micro-mirror in the array having at 



least one mirror plate with an upper surface and having at least one hinge connected to the at 
least one mirror plate of that micro-mirror for allowing that mirror plate to rotate; 

a support frame with a plurality of support walls, each hinge connected to at least 
one support wall, for supporting the hinge and the mirror plate and separating each mirror plate 
from a second substrate connected to the support frame; and 

wherein the mirror plates and the hinges are fabricated from a single continuous 
piece of material. 

None of the prior art references teach or suggest a method as recited in any of 

these claims. 
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